


RECOVERY ACTIONS

We are translating our growing knowledge into action that will help protect and

stop the decline of Southern Residents in the short term and promote re
the longer term.

Using e are tracking the
condition of each whale to spot specific risk factors and target actions to
increase survival and reproduction.

We are prioritizing and implementing actions to strengthen and
prey that provide the greatest benefit to the whales,

include leveraging salmon habitat restoration and
I 0 beneit the whales while still protecting vulnerable
salmon and steelhead populations.

Following a recent review of current vessel regulations, we are supporting
increased enforcement presence on the water and focusing new education

efforts for recreational boaters who frequently violate distance rules meant to
protect the whales from disturbance.

including new opportunities to coordinate with salmon recovery efforts. Action

Monitoring an individual whale does not re ect

what the population of SRKW is experiencing: foo
insecurity resulting in starvation. NOAA omits the
word “starvation”in this document. We must take

any and all measures to address the Chinook foo
supply holistically.

Why would NOAA work toward a “potential increasg”
of salmon? We need to take actions that will, with
out a doubt, increase Chinook counts. This is not
time for “exploring adjustments to hatchery
programs” leading to unknown results. We must
take proven actions that provide more prey. Dam
breaching is the solution, as stated in the FR/EIS .

e

NOAA created “partnerships” with USACE, BPA, Idhho
Department of Fish and Game, and the Orca Task
Force. NOAA's con ated “scienti ¢ conclusions” ha

in uenced decision makers in these and other

Only through strong partnerships can we make enough progress,
save the Southern Residents. We rely on our partners to help raise awareness, fill
data gaps, identify priorities, and take actions.

Grants from NOAA Fisheries support Washington Department of Fish and

Wildlife enforcement of vessel regulations, which a recent review showed has
reduced disturbance to Southern Residents.

We are expanding partnerships with conservation groups such as NFWF, who

that support Southern Resident recovery. The grants will generate $1.3 million in
matching contributions for a total conservation impact of more than $2 million.
NOAA Fisheries’ Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery Fund (PCSRF) supports

partnerships with states, tribes and local groups to restore habitat #~~ ~ative
salmon that Southern Residents rely on.

Photos from top: Southern Resident and Washington State Ferry, photo: NOAA; Migrating salmon, photo: PCSRF; Volunteers

monitoring vessel traffic in Puget Sound when Southern Residents are present, photo: SoundWatch/The Whale Museum;
Salmon habitat restoration, photo: PCSRF

agencies. Consequently, NOAA’s endorsement of §he
future CRSO/EIS has blinded all organizations tha
receive NOAA documents. USACE has a duciary,
responsibility to the American people to breach

under its current FS/EIS.

committed more than $800,000 in 2017 for research and salmon recovery actions

NOAA states none of their proposed actions will
recover Chinook Salmon. NOAA is also incapabl
recovering SRKW. Ken Balcomb of the Center for|

reproductive life left...”

Since NOAA's SRKW Recovery Plan was release
2008, the SRKW population has decreased by 11,
The SRKW have not had a successful pregnancyjn
over 3 years. Although these two NOAA graphs
display the same information, only one displays
SRKW current path of decline. We don'’t subscribg to

NOAA's rosy depiction of SRKW extinction.
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