


DamSense.Org

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

19
79

19
80

19
81

19
82

19
83

19
84

19
85

19
86

19
87

19
88

19
89

19
90

19
91

19
92

19
93

19
94

19
95

19
96

19
97

19
98

19
99

20
00

20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

20
05

20
06

20
07

20
08

20
09

20
10

20
11

20
12

20
13

20
14

20
15

20
16

20
17

PARTNERSHIPS
Only through strong partnerships can we make enough progress, fast enough, to 

data gaps, identify priorities, and take actions.   

�� Grants from NOAA Fisheries support Washington Department of Fish and 
Wildlife enforcement of vessel regulations, which a recent review showed has 
reduced disturbance to Southern Residents.

�� We are expanding partnerships with conservation groups such as NFWF, who 
committed more than $800,000 in 2017 for research and salmon recovery actions 
that support Southern Resident recovery. The grants will generate $1.3 million in 
matching contributions for a total conservation impact of more than $2 million.

�� 
partnerships with states, tribes and local groups to restore habitat for native 
salmon that Southern Residents rely on.

RECOVERY ACTIONS
We are translating our growing knowledge into action that will help protect and 
stop the decline of Southern Residents in the short term and promote recovery in 
the longer term.

�� 

increase survival and reproduction.

�� We are prioritizing and implementing actions to strengthen and potentially 

including new opportunities to coordinate with salmon recovery efforts. Actions 
include leveraging salmon habitat restoration and exploring adjustments to 

salmon and steelhead populations.   

�� Following a recent review of current vessel regulations, we are supporting 
increased enforcement presence on the water and focusing new education 
efforts for recreational boaters who frequently violate distance rules meant to 
protect the whales from disturbance.
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In the 1960s and 1970s, Southern Residents were captured and removed from Washington and British 
Columbia waters and put on display in aquaria and marine-themed parks. The population rebounded in the 
1990s but has declined markedly since 2005, with today’s count of 76 individuals being the lowest it has been 
in 30 years.

Southern Resident Killer Whale Abundance 1979 - 2017

Monitoring an individual whale does not re�ect 
what the population of SRKW is experiencing: food 
insecurity resulting in starvation.  NOAA omits the 
word  “starvation” in this document.  We must take 
any and all measures to address the Chinook food 
supply holistically.

Why would NOAA work toward a “potential increase” 
of salmon?  We need to take actions that will, with 
out a doubt, increase Chinook counts.  This is not the 
time for “exploring adjustments to hatchery 
programs”  leading to unknown results.  We must 
take proven actions that provide more prey.  Dam 
breaching is the solution, as stated in the FR/EIS .

NOAA created “partnerships” with USACE, BPA, Idaho 
Department of Fish and Game, and the Orca Task 
Force.  NOAA’s con�ated “scienti�c conclusions” has 
in�uenced decision makers in these and other 
agencies.  Consequently, NOAA’s endorsement of the 
future CRSO/EIS has blinded all organizations that 
receive NOAA documents.  USACE has a �duciary 
responsibility to the American people to breach 
under its current FS/EIS.

NOAA states none of their proposed actions will 
recover Chinook Salmon.  NOAA is also incapable of 
recovering SRKW.  Ken Balcomb of the Center for 
Whale Research states, “the Orca only have 5 years of 
reproductive life left...”

Since NOAA’s SRKW Recovery Plan was released in 
2008, the SRKW population has decreased by 11.  
The SRKW have not had a successful pregnancy in 
over 3 years.  Although these two NOAA graphs 
display the same information, only one displays 
SRKW current path of decline.  We don’t subscribe to 
NOAA’s rosy depiction of SRKW extinction.
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